The following article has been pulled from Rink Magazine in the Nov/Dec Issue under Product Reviews.

Every once in a while a new product comes to market that has the potential to revolutionize the ice skating industry. The Avalanche Ice Resurfacer Blade is just such a product. While revolutionizing the industry might seem like a bold statement, those of us who have had the pleasure of performing bi-weekly blade changes will certainly appreciate the benefits of this new product. 

Technical Details
The Avalanche Blade is a patented design that is manufactured from the highest quality Aerospace material. The double edge design greatly reduces the standard blade inventory that is required at a typical ice rink. The increased thickness and width of the blade greatly increases the blade's rigidity in comparison with other blades on the market. A 30 degree cutting angle is claimed to allow for increased cutting depth on the ice. The company claims that the blade's life span between sharpenings is eight times longer than with a standard blade. 

Safety Features 

The blade is supplied with a removable safety cover, which greatly reduces the chance of damage to the blade edges and reduces the chance of accidents involving personnel responsible for blade changes. 

Unlike standard blades, the operator never has to reach under the machine to make the blade changes. This feature greatly reduces the risk of cuts or crush accidents. A single hole design allows for fast and safe reversing of the blade. 

Benefits 

Rather than scraping the ice, the Avalanche blade actually cuts it. Dry cuts result in no snow residue left on the ice surface. Surfaces are cut so smooth that 30% less water is required. The finer and lighter powdered snow produced while cutting increases fuel efficiency and drastically reduces strain on the ice resurfacer. According to the company, the Avalanche Blade produces the fastest ice obtainable. 

The Test 

The product was tested at Canlan Ice Sports Wichita, which is a busy twin rink facility. Regular practice has been to change standard blades once a week. The blade arrived well protected in its wooden case. Even having never installed this blade before, the installation was quick and painless. Not having to reach under the conditioner is a tremendous advantage over other blades. This safety factor alone makes the blade desirable. 

On the ice, the blade performed well. The cut was very clean and flat. The rigidity of the blade allowed it to cut high spots that other blades would not touch. It seemed as though the machine was not laboring as hard during cutting, although this is difficult to verify. 

Three weeks later, the blade was still cutting like the day it was put on. During week four a change in the cut was noticeable, but it was still acceptable. By the end of week four a new blade was needed. The benefits of only having to change the blade once a month are numerous. 

One of the unique features of the Avalanche blade is the way in which it is supplied. Facilities rent the blade on a month-to-month basis. When it is time for a new blade, they call and have a new blade delivered within a couple of days. The rental system means that facilities never have to buy another new blade. 

The Avalanche blade is the official ice resurfacer blade of the Olympic Winter Games in Salt Lake City. It has proven to be a great new product. Congratulations to the company for an innovative approach and successful product. 

